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Many business applications start life in MS Access.  To power 
Users, MS Access is fairly easy to learn, and provides many 
capabilities to structure business data, define simple forms, query 
data and design reports. 

MS Access goes beyond the row and column limitations of Excel, 
with functions for viewing, sorting and filtering and re-using data 
structured data.   And with enough custom VBA code, you can 
even get your Access application to look and function like a 
professional database application! 

The problem with MS Access is lack of scalability: among other 
shortcomings, there is only so much data you can store in MS 
Access, and only so many people that can use the program at the 
same time, before you run into real limitations of the MS Access 
platform.  These are technical limitations that cannot be 
overcome with workarounds or special programming techniques. 

Common indications that you are exceeding MS Access 
capabilities include poor performance, corrupt data, and/or the 
application frequently crashing.   This Business Brief provides 
simple “rules of thumb” to know when it is time to consider 
moving to the MS Access datastore to SQL Server to overcome 
many of these deficiencies. 
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